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What is co-teaching? 
 Two teachers delivering substantive instruction to diverse students in a 

single physical space. 
 Must include two educators 
 One teacher specializes in understanding, structuring, and pacing the 

curriculum, as well as outcomes for typically developing 
 One teacher specializes in identifying unique learning needs & enhancing 

the curriculum & instruction to meet the special needs of individual 
students 
 Both professionals are actively involved in the planning, instruction, and 

measuring outcomes of students. 
 Diverse class consisting of typical students & students with disabilities 
 Occurs primarily in a single classroom. 
 Ideally, in classrooms where co-teaching occurs, the teachers co-create 

goals, co-instruct, collaborate on student assessment and class management, 
and jointly make decisions pertaining to their class 

What are the essential components? 
 Administrative Support  Flexibility 
 Effective Communication      Shared Responsibility 
 Establishing Roles  Compatibility 
 Class Management  Conflict Resolution 
 Individual Space  Varying Participation 
 Similar Philosophies  Shared classroom 
 Grading/Evaluation of Students 
 Avoiding the Paraprofessional Trap 
 Ongoing Training/Professional Development 
 Content knowledge of all resources 
 Varied instructional Practices 
 Time to discuss all of these things prior to school starting 
 Established Planning Time 
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One teacher assumes 
teaching, & one provides 
individual support 

SE takes group of students 
to a different location for 
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Various learning stations are 
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or similar content in 
different classroom 
groupings 

Both teachers share 
teaching responsibility 
equally through role plays, 
debates, games, etc. and 
may take turns leading 
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